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- ‘The identity of Sdkets and -dyodbys has, | believe,
always been admitted; but| am not aware that any proof
bas yot been offcrod to cstabligh the enot. Csoma-de-koros,

in speaking of the place, merely sazs. “ Saketona Or Ayo-

dhya,” and n. n. Wilson, in his rit Dictionary, calls
Niketa ¢ tho city Ay({lhyn" Bui tho question would appear.
to be set at rest by sevord passages of the Réinfyana and
and Raghuvansa, inwhich S8éketnagara is disinotly ealled
,the capitd of Raja Dusaralha and his scns. But the fol-
lowing verso of the Rimiyana, which was pointed outto me
by & Brahman of Lueknow, will be sufficient t0 establish the
identity. Aswafilo, father of Kaikeyi, offers ' to give his
, daughter t0 Dasaratha, Rajali of Siketanagdra s~
' Sdketam xagaraw Rajo nduns Dasaratho dali,
/ . Tdrmai dayd'mayd Kanyd Kaikeyi sdus o jond.
/The ancient city.of Ayodbye or Siketa is -described in

the Rdmdyana as situated on the bank of the Sarays or
Sarju River, |t is said t0 have been 12 yojans, or ncarly

100 miles in circumference, fol' which we should probably
read 12 kos, or 24 miles-anextent which tho 'old city, with

allitsgardens, might once possibly have covered. The distance
from the Guptdr Gh&t on the'west, totheBdm Ghit on the
east, 18 just Gmilesina direct line: and if we suppose that
the city with its suburbs and gardens fonncrly occupied the
whole intervening space to a depth of two miles, its cirouit
would Liave agreed oxuelly with tho smnller measurement of
12 kos, AL the présent duy the peoplo point to Rim Ghil

-

and Guplir Ghit as the caster and western houndaries ol

iho - old” city, and the- southern boundary they extend to
Bharat-Kund ncar Bhadarsd, u distanco of 6 kog Butas
these limits include all the places of pilgrimage, it wou{d
.seem that the people consider them to have been formerly
inside theoity, whrch' was certainly not the case. In the
Ain Akbari, the old city is said to have measured 148 kos
in‘length by 86 k08 in breadth, or in other ‘words it covered
the whale of theProvince of Oudh to the south of the
Gbighra River.* The origin of thelarger number is obvious,
The 12 yojans Of the Riméyana, which are equgl to 48 kos,
. being considered too small for tho great city of Rama, tho
Brahmans simply added 100 "0s to make tho size tallyywith

® Gladwin's translation, 11, B2,
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their own extravagant. notions, The present CilY of Al

_wlncll 18 conlined to the 1oh-cast corner Uf (he old™ i, ,\
-J"’?'L two miles 11 length by aboul hree quarters of 1t 1N
l)rga<{tll; but not unc-haf 01 this extent is oceupicd hy
bulldmgs,.nnd the whole place wears a look of decay, Tl
ae no bigh mounds of rums, covercd with BroKeN gigfyes
aud' squlp@urcd pillas. such as mak 1ho sites Of gtler
ancient citics, butonl,Y a low irregular massof rubbish hegps,
from which alLthe bricks lave been excavated for thg Louses
of the neighbouring city of Faizabad. This Muhammadan
city, Whicl is two miles and-n-hnlf i Iengthy, by o0 mileii
breacth, 18 built chidlly of materials extracted from the ruins
of Ajudhya. The two dilies together occupy an -arca Of
nearly gx square niles, or just-about, one-hal! of the probablo
570 of the ancient Capital of Rima. In Faizahad {lic oulv
building of any consequence is the stuccoed brick-tombgf
the old Bhao Begam, whoso story was dragzed Lefore tho
rubli‘c during the famous trid of Warren Jlastings,  Iuiza-
ad was tho capital of the first Nawnhs of Qudh, 1t M, was
deserted by Asaf-ud-deolah ill A, 1), 1775,

\_/According: to tha Ji i yana, - 100 (-i|.'" or Ayvadhiva was
founded by Miu, o progenitor of W wankind, 21 (e
time ol Dasaratha, tho ralli-r ol Rima, ilowas P20 ified it
cowrrH mul gaes, and sevonnded 7y deep ditel,. Nodewes

, Of these works now remain, noris it likely, indeed, that any

Lima is sad to have been destroyed alter the death o
, Vrihadhala in the great war about B. C, 1426, nfter which it
lay deserted until the time of Vikramdditya. According to
popular tradition this Vikramdditya was the famous Sikiri
['nnce of Ujan, but & the Hindus of the present day attri-
butcthe acts of all Vikramas to this one only, their opiniou
on1 the subject is utterly worthless.  We learn, however, {rom
llweu Thsang thal a powerful Irincc of this name was
reiming ill thencighbouring city of Srivash, just one hun-
dred years after Knnishka, or cdoseto 78 A. D" which was
the initid vear of the Sike era of Silivdhana, As this
Vilramiditya iS represented as hostile fo the Buddhists lie
must have been a zedous llrahmnnist, nnd o him therefore
| vrould ascribo the rc-buil . » ' Av dbh a nud the rcstora
tien of aat e holy places referringto tho higtory of Rima,
Lvadition says that whou Vikramidilya came to Ayodhya, he

X 2

portion of fhe old city should still cxist, as the Ayadlya of
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fo n Mfound it utterly desolate and overgrown with jangad, but ho-
was gble to discover al tho famous spots of RAma's history
by measurcments made from Lakshman Ghit on the Sarju,
according to tho statements of anoient records. He is said
to have ercoted 360 temples, on as mnny different spots,
sacred to Rdma, and 8itd hie wife, to hisbrothors Lakshmana,
Bharala, and Satrughne, nndto the monkoy god Hanumdna.
The number of 360 is also connected with Sdlivdhana, as his

.clansman tho Bois Bajputs assart that ho had 360 wives,

There are several very holy Brahmanical temples about
Ajudbya, but they are all of modern date, and Wi.thout any
.architootural protensiona whatever. Dut thoro can be no
doubt that mogt of them ocoullY tho' dles of moro ancient
temploa that woro dearoyod by U0 Musulmfns. "Thus
? Rémkot, or Wanumdin Qarki, on the cast Sdo ol thooity, is

o 8mull wullcd  fort surrounding a modern templo on the top
of an ancient mound, 'J0 name Rdmkot is corlninly old,
asit is connected with tho traditions of tho Mani Parbal
which will bo hereafter mentioned; but the temple of Hanu.
min is not older than the time of Aurangzib, Rim Ghit,
at tho north-cast corner ofthecity, .is said to be the ot
where Ridma bathed, nnd Sergdwiri or Swargadwiri, the '
u Gate of Paradise.” On the north-west ia beieved tobo tho

_place whore his body was burned. Within a few years ago
there was glill standing a very holy Banyan tree called Asok
Bat, or the "Criefless Banyan,” a name which was probably
connected ‘' with that of Swargadwdsd, in the beief that

people Who diod or were bumed ab this spot were at once .

Telioved from the necessity of future births, Closehy is the
: .%c_slw}_@g Gbit, where his brothp;_ Lokshman bathed, and
about one- uartor Of a. . Cdistanf, In tho yery Bearf of the
g 7 e a amdsthdn or “ Birth-place temge” of
'l Rima, Almost due west, an upwards of five miles distant,
isthe Guptdr GhAt, with itsgroup of modern whitc-washed
temples.  This istho place where Lakshman is said tO have
disappeared, and hence itS name of Guptar. from Gupla,
which means 5 hiddon or concedled,” Somesay that it wus
Rima who disapponred ot this plneo, 111t this i at varlanco
with tho story of his cremution ul Swurgadwiri.

. The only remains at Ajudhyn that appear to bo O nny
antiquity, are three earthcnmouuds to the south of tho city,
and about a quarter of a mile digan], These ure cdled

)
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ﬂ[q;ti-]’(rrbal, Kuber-DParbal, and Sugrib-Parhat,¥ The lird,
whicli is nearest to the (ity, is an artificial mound, G5 fecl
L Leight, covered will: brokcu bricks nud Wlocks of Faular,
The old bricks are doven inches square and  tliyec inches
thick, Al 40 feet above the ground all the west side, thor
are the remams of ncurved wall faced With Zaular blocks.
1110 mass ab this point is about 40 feet thick, and 1his wag
probably somewhat less than (he sizo of (e building  whicl
once crowned this lofty mound.  According to the Bralimans” -
tho Mani-LParbat isone of the hills which tliec moukovs made
uso of When agsisting Rima. 10 was nceeidentally dvopped
Licr by Sugriva, the monkey-king 00 Aishkilldlya,” 1 U
common POOI'lo, who know nothing of this story, say that the
mound was formed by tho lahourers shaking Ueir haskols on
this ot every, evening on their return homofrom the buildiug
of Ramkot, It is therefore best known hy the name of
Jhowa-Jhir or Ora Jhér, both of which -mean * basket-
shdrings” . A smilar story istold of the large mounds near
Bardras, Nimgr, and other places

Five hundred feet duc soutl from - the large mound ...
stands the sscond mound called 1suber-Purta), wil.id, isonly
28 feet inleight. “I'no surface isan irrcgular heap of brick
rubbish, with numerous 110188 made by tho people ill .digging
for bricks, which aro of largo size, 11 inchesby 7§ by 2. It
iscrownedby two old tumarind trees, and is covered with
Jangal. Close by on the south-west there isa smal tank,
called Ganes-Kund by the 1Tindus, and Lusen Kund or Tudom
Tclao by ilic because their Tddus are annually
deposited In, I §till nearer ou the south-cast there is a
large oblongmound called Sugrib-Parbat, which 1Sn0; more

than 8 or 10 feet dbove tho ground level. - 1t is divided info
two distinct portions ; thal til the north heing upwards of

300 feot squareat top, and the other to the suulh upwards or

200 feet. In lito cenlra of Lhe Targer enclosure 111010 is o
ruined mound containing hricks 83 s square, U il the
centroof the smallermound thereis & well.

Botween the Muani and Kuber mounds there is a
small *Mulammadan enclosure, G4 fest long from cast
to west and 47 leot [road, eontaiuiug two hrick tombs,
which are attributed to Sis  Paighembar and  Ayul
Puiyhambar, or the “prophets Seth and loh." 'I'nc

€ Soe Plite Noo XLIX, sor aomap of U ruiiw of Ajielhys

-.II I,I | ]
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first s 17 feot Jong and tho other 12 These tombs A€
xentioned by Abu! Fasl, who says—* Near this City are two
sepulchral monuments, ono seven and the otheraix cubits jq
length, The vulgar pretend that thoy are thotombs Of Setl,
and Job, and they rdate wondaful aaild of thorn."e s
account shows that since tho timo of Akbar, the tomb of
Both must have inorollliOll in longth from 7 eunlta, ¢r 10}

feet) to 17 foct through tho frequent repuira of piouy
Musulmfns,

. “Tho mounds arc surrounded by MusulmAn tombs, 4nd as
itis tho Mubammadan practice to bury thedead dong thosides
of the high roads olosc to their cities | infer that the road
which now runs close to the westward of the mounds, is one
| of theancient high ways of the district, “Ihis is confirmed
f by tho existence of an old musonry bridge of three arches
| ovor the Z¥ldli nale, to tho north-west of tho Mani-Purbat,
as well asby tho direction of the road itsdf, which leads
from the south-end of the city Srnight to the Bharat-kund,
and onwards o Sultinpur or Kusapura, nndAllehabedo:
Préydga. | notice this road thus minutely, becausetho iden-
tifications which | am about to propose are based partly ou
Itsposition and direction, as well us on tho generd agreement
of thoexisting remains with the holy places deseribed by the
Chinee pilgrims,

According to Fallian the place where Buddha planted
tho holy trees was to the east of tho road, on issuing from
tho town by 'tho southern gate. ][won Thsang’s account
uerecs withthis ametly in placing tho “ extraordinary trvo”
to the south of' the capital and to the /le/t of tho route.
Phis tree wus* the celebrated * tooth brush,” or twig used iu
cleaning tho tecth, which having been cast away by Buddha,
took root and grew to between Gand 7 feetin height. Now,
it will be observed that the ruined mounds that still exist,
-as well as the tombs of Sethand Job, ae to the south uf
the city and to the east or left of theroad. 'I'hepostion,
therefore, is unmistakably the same asthat described by the
Chinese pilgrims, and as theactual state of the-ruins agrees
wel with the ddals giver by |lwen Thsang, | think that
there can be no reasonable doubt of their identity.

Hywen Thsang describesthecity of Fisikds astbeing 16 i, .
oz 22 miles in circait In his time therefore, the eapitsl (f
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Tfma wns g mora than gf of ils presen sizo, althoned, It
probably contniued ngrenter hopulation, 1k nol gl (Hill-tl 'l
ar, cven ll{ﬁl"'ﬂllﬂ los, of tho presont fown is inhabited, 11
old city thien possessed no Josy Il bwenly monasterey Wil
three thousand i b
monks e uhout I1fty Bralimanical templey
with® very |arge Brahmanical populati i i
account We learn that eo early as the seven: hoontury moreyy
eo hundred of the original temples of Vikeamdditya hed

tlfr

already disappeared, and we ma  therefore

that tho cit hadben ra v declini g for so%g time
préYrousy .' 110 Buddhist monuments,~ howover, would

appear 1o have ’{(‘Cﬂ In good order, and the monks were just,
ssnumerous gs (1| the eminently Buddhist city of Bundras,

TIC fird monument described by Jiwen viSg
great monastery without name, but as itwas the only notable
monastery, it was most probably cither the Kiilakérdma
of Siketa, or tho Jurvvdrima, both of which are mentioned
in tho Ceylonese Mahdwanso. Tho monks were of tho
school of tho Samatliyas, and their monestery yrag fimous
for having produccd three of the most eminent Buddhist
controvereinlists.  "'his monastery | \Wonl1l identify with {lo
Sugrib Parbat which 1 1ve nircay described ag beine ahnul
000 foot long by 800 feet 1100100 e grroab sizo MU roet

wngular Jonu of this ruiu are suflicient 10 show that it st

have been n muuuxlory, but. this is placed hoyomdnil doul,
by the existenco of nil interior well and by tho rerunins of

cloigered rooms forming the foul' sides 01 tho enclosure,
Its postion to tho south of the cily, and t0 the cast or I€ft
of theroad, has already been specidly noticed as agrecing
with therecorded position of the monastery.

‘Beside the monastery there was a Stupa of Asoka, 200
feet in:height, huilt on tho spot where Buddha preached tho
law during his six years rcgdencog] Sikete. This monu-
ment | would identifly with the Mani-Parbaf, which is still
65 feet in height, and which WIth its masonry facing must
once have been at least as high agafn, and with the usud
lofty pinnacle of metal may casily lave reached a height of
200 feet. [fwon 1'hsang ascribes tho erection of thiamonu-
mont to Asoka, and | sce no reason to question tho aceuracy
of his statement, as the mixed structure of half carth and
helf masonry must undoubtedly bo very ancient. The car-
liestStipas, or topes, were Smple carthen mounds or barrows,

N amsbiins i =43 %
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smilar 0 thowo that. still ‘exist in, Bngland, .. Thero are many
< faeso bmows.still standing at Lauriya-Navandgark 10
tze 20rth of Bettiya, but this is the only place wheré Lhavo
T 86€R them, Thcy. ae undoubtedly tho most'ancient
=enuments of tho Indian population, and | firmly believe
st even the, yary latest of them cannot be assigued 04
zwer date than thefifth contiry before Christ, | bage this
el on tho known frot that él__ thcmonumonts Of Agoka’s
22w, whethor described by 11won Thsnng, or actually opened
¥ misclf ncar Bhilsa, arc cither of stone or brick, 1'ho earthen

ws aro therefore of an earlier nge; but such g¢ arc
Beddhist cannot possbly be earlier than tho beginningof
e Afth century tgffore Christ.. In the ‘case Of tho YMani.
Parbat at Ajudhya Linfer that the earthen barrow, or lower
partion, may belong to tho earlier ngos of Buddhism, and
wat tho musonry or upper portion was added by Asoka.
At the foot of the mound | pigked upa breken briok with,
ibe letter eh, of thooldest form, stumped upon it; but as this
is alost’ certainly of lutor rlao than Asokn, it most pro-
Lably didnot belong to the Mani-arbal building,

liwen Thsang next describes tho sites of the tooth-
brush tree and of the monumontwherc the four previous
Buddhas used to sit and to take exercise, as being close to

the great Jup«. Thee places | would identify with tho
eourt-yard containing tho tombs of Seth and Job, which
touches the south sde o the Mani-Parbat. The two tombs
| take t0 be the remains of tho seets of the four previous

Buddhas, and thepaved court-yard to be the scene of their
caily walks, although | was unable to trace their foot-marks,

which were seen by theChinese pilgrim.

The last monument described by ITwen Thsang is a
Stupa containing tlle hair and nails of Buddha. 'I'his was
surrounded bya number of smaller monuments which seemed
totouch oneanother, and by several tanks which reflected
e sacred buildings in their limpid waters. The Stupe |
wo'd identify with the J@ber- Parbat, which touches tho
s> ©de of the enclosure round the tombs of Seth and
<13, 1% isclose to the west sideof the ruined monastery.
Tome o the tanks described by the pilgring may betho Canes-
Nogmpad, whibehs Jlay nlrciuly been noticed 5 liuLall the smaller
meemameols Lave disappeared lone aro, us they atforded
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| | chc_a]i{a}d rcajjl'krlnatcrials for the construction Of the numer-
®WF 1y one O Mulammadan tombs,as well, as of the neichbouring
, _ Lridge and niodTub! * 1T "Ihn.right in my identification OF
w05, 5 8_] . this mound as tho remams of the Stupe . containing the |y
‘ Qmiﬂi[p.‘. R wd uails of Duddha, I thwk thal an.exeavatlon inthe
T eertroof tho mound: -mightmcrhaps, verily tho securacy of

@

Resedprizh My condlusions.
ﬁg By R ét The people are upggimaus iN theirussertion {hat the -

MrEOR PR | Q0 2 eld cit
,, : y to the north of those mounds was called Bareta.
Bearrer difapy () Kyodliya or Ajudhys, (T%% was the capital of Rama, it

¥ | thoTater city was calle

Darele, As this NUNIO has 110 gimie

Wwmee - o lurity cither to Sikela or Visilcha, | can 0lly set it down 25
- ... inother uppellation of: the ol town, lor whieh wo huvo
W8y 7> — no guthority Tul tnulitiou. <1 was disappointed when g

4 Lonl (ot 137y 111y il nobTicaring everrtito most distant ullusinll to (he
& fw{n, ‘E&S/a wl cond ofy $ho togth-brush, tego of Baddli, butb the teadition
PR

’b‘: *" 1 exists, as Tthonrd of It'quite unexpectedly at two diflere
v cnb places immediatdly ag%ﬁ"ﬁards, flrst at dtile, distant 15
: ' 'miles, and next at Gonda, iles to the north of Ajudhya.

I'4
. s XVIII. - HATILA) ON ASOKPUIL,
L\ Tho ancient territory of-Ayodhyaswas:divided Ly-tho.. .
R Sarju or Ghdglre Tlivor into two great provinees,—that to
N\ i, , thonorth being called UUEK Xbsale, and that to Lho south
~ovel lknuuullui,  Lach of thess was again sub-divided o two

digricts. In Banaodha these are called Pachham-rét aud

Purab-rdt, or tho western and easterndistricts, with reference
to their bearing from Ajudhya; audin Uttara Kosda they
nrc Gaude (vulgarly Gonda) totho south of the Rapti, and
Kosda to'the north of the Rapti, or Riwati, as it is univer-
sally called in Oudh. . Sarno of tliescnainesaro found in tho
Puniuas; thusin the Vayu Purana.Lava, the son of llama,
is SsAl« to bave reigned in Uttaru Kosala; but in the Madsya,
Liuga, nnd Kurmu l'unins, Sidceste is stulod to 1o (kutil«. |
Theso apparent deserepincies arc salisfactorily  explained
when-we learn that Gund« is only @ sub-division of Ulfarn
Kosdu, and that the ruins of Srivasti Imvo aotually heen
& discovered inthe district of Guude, which is the Gondu of
.. the maps"  'rho extent of Guuda is also proved Uy tho'old

¢ See ate No. .y g of the Gangelic Provinees,
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